and the reputation of being the finest baroque city in    27
all Poland.
Mnraviev closed the Wilno theater.   He put up signs
on the streets,
"IT IS FORBIDDEN TO SPEAK POLISH."
The language was banned in schools and courts, in
any public place. Once a woman asked for a loaf of
bread in Polish, and the baker was fined two hundred
roubles. School children were sent to the Russian
churches for services in honor of the czar and his family.
To this beautiful, enslaved city Jozef Pilsudski went
when he was seven. The Pilsudskis were no longer rich
magnates. The family was large, its needs many; there
were often money troubles. Zulow with its park and
forest and pond vanished like a dream. They lived in
the apartment of an average middle-class family. More
children came—Jan and Ludwika and Kaspar, and the
short-lived twins.
Pilsudski loved Wilno, loved it with a passionate af-
fection that lasted to the end of his life. Often he re-
ferred to it, saying not the one word but "dear Wilno"
or "beloved Wilno." The depth of his feeling and its
real sincerity show plainly, even in the translation of
some paragraphs of an address he gave there in 1928.
One of the most lovely things in my life has been Wilno, the
city of my childhood. Often in Magdeburg (where he was
interned in 1917-18) I thought of Wilno and longed for Wilno.
A dear town. The walls surround it. The green-decked
hills caress the masonry of the walls. The buildings look up
to the hills.	*
A dear town. If you ascend a hill, the shimmering towers,
large and small, rise through the haze toward the sky, so
that when the bells sound you do not know whether they are
complaining or asking for mercy or sending their voices sky-
ward through longing.
A dear town. Its walls caressed me as a child and taught
me to love the greatness of truth.
A dear town with so many, many memories. Wilno is the
symbol of our great culture and the one-time greatness of
our state. The dynasty of the Jagiellons who ruled with
power over the towers of Krakow and the towers of Wilno.
The Wilno of Stefan Batory who founded the university and

